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IF PREFAGCE; 

© | To my Reſpe&ted, ' and Beloved 
Friends, who were che fpectal 
Charge of Reyerend:Mr. Steel. 


PAEere are two, hings which 
gave the. Occaſion of wri- 
| ting this Preface : 1. That 
I may lay before yau the Reaſons; 
| iwby 1 make this . pdrticular Ad- 
"| diels ts you. ..2. That 1 jay 
take this Advantage, to offer ſoit 
{| Requelts to you.. E 
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iv The Preface. 


. The” following Diſcourſe i 
now a to publick View, be- 
cauſe the SubjeFF inſiſted upon in it, 
is of general Uſe and Concern- 
met to all :i»ho havg/a- due Senſe of 
Religion, and.really.look after the 
Welfare of their precious immortal 

Souls., For therem, they are direfted 
how to make a Difference between 
fuch us feedithem only with'Chaf, 
or Aſhes; ianfl thoſe that bregk to 
them the. Bread of Life :**Be- 
tween. ſuch: as: fubyert. them; and 
thofe that build them up in theme 
holy Faith : Between ſuch as would 
- » engage them in furious Conten- 
ons, and thoſe that endeavour ti 


keep 


The Preface. V 
keep them in the Unity of the Sx pi-* 
rit, and Bond of Peace : Between” 
ſuch'as” follow cunningly-deviſed 

Fables, and ſpeak Lies in Hy-. 
| pocrily, and thoſe that rightly 

| divide the Word of Truth. Of 
f | what Importance theſe things are, 

the Serious and. C __ will 
quickly apprehend. But it is likely 
that they who are immerſt m the Love 
of the World, or infatuated with the 
b; } Pleaſures of the-Fleſh, willdeſpiſe 
&r ridicule them. If what is there- 
# in offered, ſhall, by the Bleſfing of 
"| God, make-Impreſſion upon any,and 
prevail with them to enquire, and 
ſearch to the holy Will of God, de- lth 
clared in the ' Scriptures, ronching "Wk 
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yi The Preface. 
| theſe Matters, I ſhall greatly Yoo 
[OICe. 

ſpecial manner, concerned to review 
aud ponder this Sermon, upon thoſe 
very Grounds that dnced re to 
es this particular _— of 
it to you; and my Reaſons are 
two. 


true, that Application was made to 4 
very Reverend and Excellent Ser- 
| Vant w of C God, to have performed that 


But T1 think that ye are, im a | 


Firſt ; Becauſe i it was upon your 

Invitation and Requeſt (as it | 

| was repreſented to me) that I uns | 
| dertook the Preaching of my Bro- 
| ther Steel's Funeral Sermon. It is | 


Labour | 
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Labour of Love, andthat T did 


earneſtly importune him-to. accept it ; 


| but he abſolutely refuſed if, For 
though he profeſſed his very great 


Eſteem for the Memory of Mr, 
Steel, and that he would be ready 
wpon all Occaſions, to ſhew it , yet 
he concluded, that it was moſt 
proper for me to perform that Ser- 
vice, as being, by the Providence 


r | of God, brought into ſuch a Con- 


junction with him in the Minſtras 


C | 
| tion of the Gofpel. Whereby I ſaw, 


| that there was no way to chano his 


Reſolution, or #0 invalidate bis 


Reafon, This 1 now mention to 


you, that Je may have a plain, the 
brief, Account of that Procedure ; 
| A 4 and 
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gui The Preface: 
end /o to prevent, or remave, ſome 
Surmiſes, which, it, maybe, have 
been entertamed by- ſuch as deter- 
mine thiugs, meerly according ts 
their own P.reconceptions or Pre- 
judices.. Aud now, Thope,' that | 
none will interpret my ſolliciting of | 
that eminent Perſon to have | 
wielded ' to that Requeſt which was | 
= to him, to have proceeded from 
any Uowillingneſs- in' me. to af- 
ford my Service (ſuch as it is) ba | 
Ward the ſolemnizing o of xy. 
ceaſed Brother's Funeral For to - 
that I was forward enough, both 
out. of that Aﬀection and Honour | e 
which, T bad for hima;; and. out.of | 0 
the ea we which I had to. phe. j 


you ; 
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you-; eſpecially m that which might 
conduce to the promoting of - your 
Faith, Holineſs and Comfort. Up. 
on the whole, I think my firſt Rea- 
ſon muſt be allowed to have its 
Weight, That the Motion of 


Preaching the Sermon, coming from 


{ you, it is. fit, that now it ſhould be 


tendered to you. 


The ſegond Reaſon, why I di- 
reCt theſe Papers to you, is, Be- 
cauſe as foon as the Sermon was 
preached, ye requeſted me to make 
it publick. Ts this alſo Tcompli- 
ed with your Dellres, tho not with- 
out ſome Reluctance from my own 
Temper and Inclination, which 


was, 
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X Fhe Preface. 
was, and is, never tobe forward 
fo thruſt out any Thing of Mine in- 
£9 the World. For T1 | faw there 
were others far better qualified for 
Writing, whohave abundantly fur- 


niſhed thoſe that will make uſe of 


their Labours, with great Variety 
of profitable and excellent 


Books. And let me have leave | 


to add farther, That tho T com- 
plied with your Motion to Print 
the Sermon, without much Gain- 
ſaying, yet T have been inflexible 
t9 the Importunittes of others, tn 
fome like Inſtances. Seen? then, 
that from firft to laſt, ye have 
influenced me. in this Underta- 
king, ye may reaſonably claim 
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a ſpecial Intereſt im the following 
Difcourſe. And 1 doubt not, but 
ye will kindly accept this Ten- 


| der of it to you. 


2. Having laid before you the 
| Reaſons that moved me 16 tivp 
you 4 ſpecial Intereſt in the fob 
| lowing Diſcourſe, 1 ſhall nw ſub» 
J0in thoſe Requeſts, which 1 defire 


may be granted by you. I have, 


DB. ſee, complied with Jour Propo- 


| fols: And T hope ye will fſhew your 
| ſelves as ductil ts my Demands, 
| eſpecially when ye find that 1 atk 
nothing of you, but what your Diuu- 


ty and Concernment obligerh you 
to yield wito, 
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1. Tentreat you frequently and 


feriouſly. to revolve m your Minds, 


and. carefully to recolle& theſe 
things which ye have heard from, 
or obſerved in your late worthy 
Paſtor, that.may, m a more.ſpe- 
cial manner, be:inſtructive or 
direQive::to you in your Faith 


and Obedience... Aud that not. | 


only' what he taught. you in his 
publick Preaching, but alſo im 


his Viſits. and Conferences with 


You ':; Far therein, be uſed to drop 


ſomething that. might more . neerly 


fouch your, Circumſtances'; as by 
anfwering- your Caſes, or” by 
exciting and diredting . you in: the 
conſcientious Diſchargeof.. your Du: 


Yy toward God and Man, 2+ 
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The Preface. xiit 
2. T defire. you. who art Tra- 
ders''and Dealers i# the World, 


to have frequent recourſe to bis 


Book,. entituled, The Tradeſ- 
man's Calling ; ; and to peruſe 
it, not only as a Divertiſement.to 
entertain your ſpare-time with- 


| al, bit .to ſele&+ thoſe Rules and | 
| Directions that are moſt accom- 


modate to your Emplayments ; and 
to obſerve them, that ye.” may 
pleaſe Gnd, obtain his Bleſ- 
fr ing, «nd be a. Credit to Reli: 
gion. 


entituled, An Antidote againſt 
DiſtraQions ; and: ſo to acquaint 
your _ with it, that it may be+ 


1 recommend t to y0u his Book, 


come 
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xiv The Preface. 
come f4miiliar to you, and leave 
ſuch Imaprefſions upon you, as may 


> abide in your Hearts; and attual- 


ly to excite them, when ye are eX- 

erceſong your ſelves in Religious 

Dutees. | 
4+ Endeavour to write after his 


Copy, and to imitate him i Works of | 
Charity and Mercy, i which he | 
was Very abundant; and very pru- | 


5. Approve the Sincerity of that 
Love and Reſpe& which ye profeſſed 
Jour ſelves to bear to your deceaſed 
Paſtor, by your Readineſs to per- 


form any Office of Love, Kindneſs 


er Aſſiſtance to bus diſconſolate Wi- 


* dow, aid his Children; i any | 


this 
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thing -wherein ye may gratify 
6, MayitamUnien ud Con- 
cord amongyyour jelves, :Let no- 
thing be done thro Strife, or 
Vain-glopy, bur in Lowlineſs 
of Mind; let each eſteem 0- 


| ther better than 'them(elves. 
| Look not every Man on his 
own things, biitevery Man al- 


ſoon thethings of others. Let 
this Mind be in you, which was 
alſo in Chriſt Jeſas. 

7. My concluding Requeſt to 
5bt4 all, is, Let your Converſari- 
on be as beconieth the Goſpel 
of Chriſt. Be Blameleſs, and 
Hatmleſs, the Sets of Gad, 

with- 
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K&Vi The Preface. 
without Rebuke, in-che midſt 
of a crooked and perverſe. Na- 
tion, aa 'whotn ye ſhine 
as = Dglei in th World. 'F 


:THeave theſe my Requeſts with 

:: And commend you to God, 
and 'to the Word: of his Grace, 
which» is: able-to:build you up, 
and:to.give you an Inhetfitance 
axſong them. tar are ſaneti- 


hed. Next 


Books ſold by John Lawiene ir rthe Ange 
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A Good Miniſter 
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Study to ſhew thy ſelf approcued 
 wnto God, a Work-man that netd- 
eth not to be aſhamed, rightly 


dividing the Word of Truth. 


I'VE TE are, this Day, to folem- 
-\/- nize the Puneral of a 
good and faithful Ser- 


vant -of Jeſus Chriſt, who is now 
| | entred 


2 A good Mimiſter 


entred into the Joy of his Lord. 
Wiſe he was, and skilful in turning 
many .to Righteouſneſs ; and now 
(as we have gapd ground to believe) 
he ſhineth as the Brightneſs of the 
Firmament. He is now no more 
in the Land of the Living : .and 
many they are, who will find him 
wanting. One of the Pillars is re- 
moved out of the Temple of God 
upon Earth; (4). The Miniſters of 
Chriſt, 1h and about«this City, will 
quickly. be ſenſible that there is 
one of the Watch-mea taken away, 
His deſolate Family is full of La- 
mentation, | becauſe the Covering 
thereaf will no margioverſhadow 
it. Some weep for the loſs of their 
Spiritual: Father, who begat them 
to Chriſt through the Go be: 
=» | | thers 
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hear an eminent Servant of God, 


of Yeſus Chriſt. 3 
thets miſs their Nouriſher, who 
was wont to give them their por- 
tion of Meat in due ſeaſon. And 
as for my ſelf, I am deprived of a 
Brother greatly honoured -and be- 
loved by me, whom I always found 
an helpful and concordant Fellow- 
Labourer in the Work of the Go- 
ſpel. On all hands, there are thoſe 
who recount their Loſs ; but ro him 
to die-is gain, for he is departed and 
gone ro Chriſt, which is beſt of 
all, 

E need fo ſay no more touching 
the ſpecial Occaſion of this Meet- 
ing, as being known to you all, as 
ye declare by. your coming hither 
in greater- Numbers than uſual. 


But it is likely that ſome will be 


diſappointed of their m_—— 
for I ſuppoſe, that ſeveral cameo 
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4 A good Miniſter 


who 1s--richly furniſhed with all 
Kinds of , Miniſterial-, Abilities ; 
whereas they - now find; . that the 
Providence-of God hath laid this 
Service upon. one who 1s deſtitute 
of thoſe Accompliſhments : never- 
theleſs, I ſhall endeavour, through 
the Help of Chriſt, to ſpeak the 
Words of Truth and Sobernelſs. 

And that ye may know before- 
hand, what Subject is provided for 


your , Attention, (and . ſo. ' your 


houghts will be the better fix- 
ed) TI ſhall let you underſtand, that 
my Defign 1s to ſet before you the 


rough Draught, or Repreſentation| 


of a good Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 
as the Apoſtle ſtiles him,-1 Tim. 4.6. 
And I think my Choice will be 
for your Edification : For while I 
deſcribe ſuch an one, I ſhall but 


hold up to your View a Glaſs or| 
W'2” kh Mirror, 


of Jeſus Chriſt. 5 
Mirror, wherein ye may behold 
the reflected Portraiture of our 
deceaſed ' Brother. And when ye 
maturely* conſider his Idea, ye 
cannot but find your Thoughts 
running inro {ſuch Iſſues as theſe ; 
He was lately with us; and did 
we then underſtand what a Jewel 
we poſlefſed'? - He is now taken a- 
way, and are we duly apprehen- 
five of our Loſs? It is a common 
Inſtance of our Infirmity, and In- 
advertency,'- that we ſeldom prize 
Mercies according to: their proper 


- Worth, ' Excellency and Uſefulneſs, 


until we have loſt them ;- and then 
it is uſual'to- hear Men breathing 
out Job's Lamentation,  O that L 
were as in Mouths paſh, Let us 
then become- ſo. wile, as thank- 
fully and faithfully to improve pre- 


{cat. Bleſſings and. Advantages, leſt 
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our Saviour's Minatory Predi&tion 
overtake ys ; The days will come-when 
ye ſhall deſire. to ſee one: of the days 
of the Son of Man, and ſhall not ſee 
. And DW, I hall, withons, far- 
ther prefacing, apply my ſelf tq 
handle the Words: which. I read-t9 


you. They are direQed to, Timothy | 


in a. way of Admonitjon, or Ad- 
Vice ; Study to ſhew thy ſelf, approved 
#nto 'Gog. —— But when ye thorows- 
ly ponder them, ye may; perceive, 
that, in them is contained the De 
lincation of « good Miniſttr of | Fe: 
fus Chriſt, - and that drawn, by, the 
Skjilful Hand of the: Apoſtle Pal, 
as it was held: and..guided. by the 
Holy. Ghoſt. himſelf,” Rut, -in fra- 
ming. his CharaQer, he thought: it 
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of Fofus Chriſt, 5 || 


not enough to ſhew Himſelf alone, 


or by himſelf: For heiptaceth near i þ 
him the Image or Picture 'sf a wor- 40h 


ty, proud:.apd wranglimf Prevender. 
Thus, in one Frame, y6©6ften be- 
hold the : Pifture of: 's beautiful 
Perſon, with- a deformed Nepro or 
ugly Satyr: ſtanding by hin: For 
Contraries illuſtrate 'ons' another, 
In the Coaricles, the Church of 
Chriſt is' reprefented' 4 #he faireſt 
among VVoman, but- it 43: placed 
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as 4 Lilly amiong Thorns (cs). The i | 
like. Courſe doth the Apoftle rake THE 
here. Ke: fets forth'a (good Mi- \TH1BF 
nifter of. Jeſas: Chriſt in - very live- MI 
ly Colours; and withal, he depaints So 

" watngborious , contextions Sophi- | | 


a 

fier. 'Neither- can- we well read 

the Text, butrour Eye will glance 
Sk of ae 
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(c) Cant. 1, 11, compared with Chap. 2. 2- 


$ A g00d Miniſter 
upon. the Words which immedi- 
ately go before it, and' thoſe that 
follow after it, In which' he dif 
covers a- bad Miniſter ;:that when 
we -compare him with - a good 
one, and are made ſenſible of the 
Contrariery that is between them, 
we may cleave to the one, and 
relipquiſh the other. The Defor: 
mities/and malignant Qualities of 
a bad Miniſter, are laid. open in 
the 14th and 16th Verſes : the 
Sum whereof is this; That 4 bad 
Miniſter ts. one who ftrives about 
VVords- to 30 profit, but to the ſub: 
wverting, of the Hearers : and he is 
one, whoſe Art and Occupation 
lies 7» prophane and wain. Bablings, 
which tend: to the increaſe of more 
Unzodlineſs. We muſt then allow 
a little of our time to ſearch out 
this Marks and Properties, though 
| very 
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of Jeſus Chriſt. 9 


very curſorily. And if ye well 
obſerve him, he will quickly dif- 
cover his Spirit and Temper ; for 
he is a Man of Heat, ready tro 
ſtrive; but not apt to teach. He 
hath a Torrent of Words, bur 
they are empty and inſignificant. 
(4) He is all Tempeſt and Whirl- 
wind, to rend and tear in pieces ; 
but he 1s a Stranger to the Things 
that make for Peace. But the Ser. 
vant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive ; 
but be gentle unto all Men, apt to 
teach, patient : In Meekneſs in- 
ftructing thoſe that oppoſe them- 
felves ; if God peradventare will 
give them Repentance to the. ac- 
knowleaging of the Truth (e). The 
contentious Wrangler 1s one who 
will diſpute every thing to_ the 

ſhaking 


— 
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(d ) xaxroporias. (e) 2 T3/t, 2. 245 25s 
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ſhaking of the very Foundations 
of Religion, but would have no- 
thing ſettled or: determined. ; . It 
was the grave Aphoriſm; of a 
Perſon of great Experienct among 
us, That the : Itch of Dijputing, 
bred the Scab 'iz: the Church (F); 
It muſt needs be very grievous 
to fach as loye Truth and Peace, 
to fre fo many Volumes of Cons 
troverfal Writings, in which the 
contending Parties do aſperſc:and 
damn one atiother ;:and yet when 
the Matter in, debate 1s calm: 
ly ftated, it will appear, in  fe- 
vera! Inſtances, that it is . only 
a Strife about Words (g) that 
flls up a great, part of the Wranr 

| - ple, 
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of Jeſus Chriſt. x, 
gle. And therefore, did we. at- 
tend unto that which the Apo- 
file: here declares, we might find 
enaygh to make a ſober Perſon 
to. be for ever out of love with 
all hot and furious Contentions ; 
tor. he. fixeth two black and diſ- 
graceful Blots upon them : 1. That 
theſe ſtrifes about VVords are un- 
profitable : They have in them 
wh9-qeompecr: They have nothing 
in. them that may. make a Man 
wiſer, or better. : And to diſpa- 
rage them the - more, he. adds, 
Titus 3. 9. That they are unpro- 
fable and wain (bh). Every dil- 
creet, Perſon before he engage in 
any. Undertaking of conſequence, 
will deliberate and conſider : Cuz 
bopo ? What Advantage or Be- 

= neft 
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nefit 15 to be expected ? It is q 
very ſerious Queſtion, and fit to 
be proponnded to many Diſpu- 
ters; Fo what End do they 


peſter the Church of God wath|- 


thetr needleſs, unprofitable and 
vain Controverſies, and thereby 
_ diforder themſelves, and difturh 
others ? Whatſoever doth -not e- 
dify, 15 without the Compaſs of 
the Charge and Employment of 
2 good Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 
He hath Work enough to do a 
bout things neceſſary and pro- 
fitable. *Tis pofſible, that ſome 
other things may be lawfal; yet if 
they be not expedient, if they 4 
mot edify, he may let them alone, 
and not meddle with them (*). 


_ —— 


(*). 1 Cor. 10. 22. All things are lawful for me, 
but all things are not expedient ; — but all things -eas- 
fy not, | nk 


Jt 


of Jeſus Chriſt. I3 


L. could heartily wiſh, that the 


| Apoſtolical Canon: were betrer ob- 
'[ſerved by us all, x Cor. 14. 26. 


Let all things be done to edifying. 

2, Though . it might be ſufhi- 
cient to caution us againſt Strites 
about Words, to tell us, That they 
are unprofitable and vain; yet, 
to beget in us a greater Averſa- 
tion to them, the Apoſtle adds, 
That they are very miſchievous 3 
for they ſubvert the Hearers, aud 
will ixcreaſe to more Ungodlizeſs. 
The Work of a good. Miniſter of 
Jeſus Chriſt, is to build up his 
Hearers in Knowledg, Faith, Ho- 
lineſs and Comfort; and to that 


end, to nouriſh them with the 


ſound Dottrine of the Grace of 
God: AQts 20. 32. And now, Bre- 
thren, I commend you to God, and 
to the YVord of his Grace, which 


54 


14 A good Miniſter 


& able to build you up : —= They 
are then the Minifters of Satan, 
who make it their buſineſs to ſub: 
vert their Hearers; To turn them 
upſide down ; as the Word fig- 
mifies, Matth. 21. 12, And over 
threw the Tables of the Money 
Changers (z). Satan 1s half fur 
to make a Prey of ſuch as he 
hath ſo unſfetled, as that they 


have no ſtable Foundation to bot-f 


tom upon. PYhen Men becom 
Scepticks in the Eſſentials of Re 
ligion, they are in the next Dif- 
poſition to become Atheiſts: And 
ſuch Inſtruments of Satan as wil 
ſerve him to ſubvert their Hear: 
ers, will alſo lend him their Help 
eaificere in Gehennam, to buili 

them 
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of Jeſus Chriſt. 5 
them up for Hell; and the effeQu- 
al way to do 10, is for them to 
deride and ridicule all ſerious God- 
lineis, and to flatter or harden 


| Men in their vicious Courſes ; 


and then ye may be ſure they 
will be good (or rather bad). Pro- 
fictents 1n the School of the De- 
vil, for they grow worſe and worſe (&). 
In brief; It 1s the Devil who is 


| the greateſt Gainer by unprofita- 


ble Sermons and furious Conten- 
tions. For, by them, the Spirits 
of. Men are exaſperated, the fe- 
cure Sinners are hardened, Cha- 
rity is expelled, Diviſions are per- 
petuated, edify:ng Doltrine is ex- 
cluded, and every evil Work be- 
friended : For where Exnvying and 
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Strife are maintained, there will bt 
Confuſion and every evil VVork (1). 


Having ſaid ſo much of the bad 
Migizſter, whom we could not but 
takE notice of, the Apoſtle point: 
ing him out to us, we ſhall dif- 
miſs him, and commend to you 
the Apoſtle's Admoaition ;_ 2 Tim. 
3. 5. Having a Form of Godlinefs, 
but denying the Power thereof ; from 
fuch turn away. 

And now we ſhall proſecute the 
fair and amiable Charaiter of a good 
Miniſter of Teſus Chriſt, as the 
Apoltle here lays it before Timo: 
thy for his Imitation; q.d. Omy 
Son Timothy, be not thou like un- 
ro thoſe AﬀeQters of Vain-glory 


bh %. 7 and 


of Jeſus Chriſt, 17 
and Applauſe, who (by Wit and 
Sophiſtry) will undertake to 
prove and diſprove, whatſoever 
their Humour or Intereſt ſhall 
prompt them unto. 'Their Words 
may be copious, and well pla- 
ced; their Periods handſom, and 
of an artificial Compoſure: But 
what wall all this advantage rhe 
Dottrine which is according to God- 
lineſs? Nay, you may be lure, 
their frivolous Diſputes and fiery 
Contentions, will obſtruct it. 
Therefore do thou (O Man of 
God) bid defiance to Pride and 
Paſſion; And do thou follow af- 
ter Righteouſneſs Goalineſs, Faith, 


Love, Patience, Meekneſs m) : 


Give Attendance to Reading, to 
C Exhor- 


(») I Tin, 6, Il. 
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Exhortation, to *Doftrine. Take 
heed to thy Gar, th to thy Dottrine, 
continue in them; for in doing this, 


thou ſhalt both [ave thy ſelf, and 
them that hear thee (n) : And (to 


ſum up all) «dy to ſhew thy ſelf 
approved unto God, a Work-man 


that need not be eſbanied, righth} 


dividing the VVord of Trath. It 
thou obſerve theſe things, thou 
ſhalt be a good Miniſter of Jeſwm 


Chriſt (0). 


That ye may, then, have a 
more clear and diſtin View of 
ſuch an excellent Perſon, as the 
Apoſtle here delineates, I ſhall 
endeavour to repreſent him in 
his ſeveral graceful Properties, as 


they 


th th hh. MA 


(3) 1 Tit 44 13, 46 (0) 1 Tithe 4. 6: 


of Jeſus Chriſt; I9 


they are laid before us in the 
Text, e. gr. 

1. A good Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chrift, is one who is very ſtudz- 
ous and ipduſtrious : One that fins 
cerely defigns, and feduloufly en- 


| deavours, with Fidelity, to dif 


charge that Truſt which is res 
poſed in him by God. And he 
that doth ſo, may be confident 
of his Afſiſtance and Bleſſing in 
his Work. 1 Tim. 1. 12. I thaxk 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, who hath 
enabled me, for that he counted me 
faithful, putting me into the Mini- 
ffry. This Property of a good 
Miniſter, may be exrratted our 
of that Monitory Word which the 
Apoſtle here makes ule of (p); 
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20 A good Miniſter 


and is by our Tranſlation render'd 
Study ; by the vulgar Latin, Be 
wery careful (q): by another, 
(having an eye to the Primi- 
tive Theme) Make haſte (x). We 
may take in all, and then the Senſe 
will be more pregnant, 9. d. Loſe 
no time, but preſently ſet about, 
and effeQually beſtir thy ſelf in 
the Execution of thy Miniſterial 
Office and Duty. Excite, and 
preſerve in thy ſelf, ſuch an ative 
and vigorous Frame of Spirit, as 
ſtands in oppoſition to Slothful. 
neſs. Rom, 12. 11. Not flothful 
in Buſineſs, fervent in Spirit, ſer- 
wing the Lord (s). From hence 


we 


—_—_— 


(4) Sollicite cura, (r) Aith. ortvdto, felli- 
no, properoz and from thence comes amedu( a 
Sedulo ſtrenue operam navo 3 contendo, Enultor, 
(5) Ti end wi oxmngg 


of Jeſus Chriſt. 21 


we may conclude, Of all Perſoxs 
in the VVorld, the good Miniſters 
of Feſus Chriſt ſhould not te idle 
or flothful, but ſtudious and indu- 


firiows in their proper VVork, and 


perſiſt therein with Alacrity, Ati- 
vity, and Conſlancy. 


The Reaſons that may prevail 
with them, and engage them here- 
to, are many and weighty ; e. gr. 


1/7. They ſhould be furniſhed 
with a more than vulgar Meaſure 
of ſacred Knowledg, in the Do- 
arines and Myſteries of the Go- 
ſpel, that they may declare the 
whole Counſel to the Edificati- 
on of his Church. Moreover, 
they are {et for the Defexce of the 
Goſpel (t) : EY endeayour 


3 to 
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22 A good Miniſter 
to be able, by ſound Dottrine, to 


exhort, and convince the Gain-ſay- 
ers, and to ſtop their Months (a). 
Now, moſt evident it is, that they 
who defire to be meetly qualified 
for ſuch Undertakings, mult gzve 
Attendance to Reading : T hey muſt 
meaitate on theſe things, and give 
themſelves wholly to them, that 
their Profitinas may 4pp*a» to all. 
Ic would be a grear Reproach to 
Teachers of the Goſpel, to be lil. 
thoſe Teachers of tize Law, v in 
the Apoſtle derides, 1 T:s. 1. 7. 
Deſiring to be Teachers of the L aw, 
yet underſtand neither what they {ay, 
mor whereof they affirm. What 
think ye then will become of the 

Lazy 
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of Feſus Chriſt. 23 
Lazy and Slothful, when the moſt 
Studious and Induſtrious, out of a 


deep Senſe of their own Imper- * 


feftions, cry out, And who is ſuf- 
ficient for theſe things ? 


2. A good Minifter of Jeſus 
Chriſt, will feel himſelf obliged 
to be ſfudions and induſtrious, when 
he refleQs upon that bleſſed Work, 
wherein his Employment lies, The 
Converſion and Salvation of pre- 
cious immortal Souls ; which or- 
dinarily, are much concerned in 
his Sedulity and Fidelity. For 
though God doth conter his Grace, 
according to his own Soveraign 
Will and Pleaſure; for zt is ot of 
him that willeth, or of him that run- 
neth,but of Godthat ſhewethMercy(s); 
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24 A good Miniſter 

and he may chooſe the fooliſh 
Things of the World to confound 
the Wiſe; yet Miniſters cannot in 
Faith, exp«<C&t that God ſhould 
give the Increaſe, unleſs, on their 
parr, there be Planting and Wa- 
tering (35): and rhat nor in a re- 
mils. 6 unconcerned Manner, but 
according to the Apoſtle's Exam- 
ple; Col. 1. 28, 29. VVhom we 
preach. warning every Man, and 
teachir2 every Man in all Wiſdom, 
that me may preſent rvery Man per- 
fett in Chriſt Jeſ:s : Whereunto 1 
alſo labour, flrrving according to his 
VVorking, which worketh in me 
mightily. 


3- The good Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt will ſee cauſe enough that 


he 


A 


_ © — _ 
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(1) 1 Cor, 3. 6. 
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of Jeſus Chriſt. 25 
he ſhould be ftudious and induſtri- 
ous, when his Heart is under due 
Impreſſions of that tremendous Ac- 
count which he muſt give to Je- 
ſus Chriſt, For ſuch a time will 
certainly come. The Charge which 
the Apoſtle gives 1s terrible as a 
Clap of Thunder ; 2 Tim. 4. 1, 2. 
I charge thee before God, and the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, who ſhall judg 
the Quick and the Dead, at his Ap- 
pearing, and his Kingdom; Preach 
the VVord, be inſtant in ſeaſon, out 
of ſeaſon ; reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all Lonz-ſuffering ana Dofrine. 
The Negligent will chen find, thar 
all Excules and Evaſions will be 
rejected and deſpiſed. Tt will a- 
vail nothing to plead, That zheir 
other B»ſineſſes Or Diverſions were 
ſo many, that they had neither 
Time nor Inclination to Rudy or 

preaci 
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preach the Goſpel: for no Pre- 
renſions could ſecure the unprofi.- 
table, fſlorhful Servant, trom fal- 
Iing under that dreadtul Sencence, 
Take the Talent from him : —- Caf 
the unprofitable Servant into on!er 
Darkneſs ; there ſhall be weeping and 


gnaſhing of Teeth (>). 


This may ſuffice to have bern 
ſpoken touching the firſt Proj. 
ty of a good Miniſter of ſeius 
Chriſt. He is one that is ſtr 
ous and induſtrious ; *tinat hafcens 
to his Work with Alacrity, and 
perſiſts 1n 1t with Conſtancy. 


2aly. The ſecond Property of a 
good Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 1s, 
That 


(x) Matth, 25. 28, 29, 30. 


of Jeſus Chriſt, 27 


That he is one who chooſeth and pur- 
ſueth a right End, both in his Un- 
dertaking and Ating : He hath his 
Eye always upon the Mark ; and 
all his Studies and Endeavours have 
a dire&t and proper [endency to 
it: and that is, That he may ap- 
prove himſelf unto God. What the 
Apoſtle preicribed to Timorhy, he 
practiſed himſelf: 2 Cor. 5. 9, 10. 
Wherefore we labour (or endeavonr) 
with an holy ambition (a), that 
whet hy preſent or abſent, we may be 
accepted of him: For we muſt all ap- 
prar before the Judement-Seat of 
Chriſt, Two LUhings the goud 
Miniſter doth reach after. 
(1.) That he may he arproved. 


(2.) That God may 1eriy his 
Approbation. (1.) That 
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(a) pinomuiutha ; ambimus : Rom. I 5. 20. G1- 
Aompcuria wet [ALGER 
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28 A good Mmiſter 


(1.) That he may obtain an 
Approbation (6); and ſuch an one, 
as is given after Trial : Fam. 1. 12, 
Blefſed the Mau that endareth 
Temptation (c) (or Trial) ; for 
when he t tried (a), he ſhall receive 
the Crown of Life. Men are fſome- 
times roo raſh and precipitate, in 
paſſing their Judgmenr, and 0 
may take Braſs for Gold : But God 
fearcheth the Heart, and will ne. 
ver approve any Perſon whom he 
hath not thorowly tried. When 
Jeſſe's Sons came before Samuel, he 
jooked upon E!:ab, and ſaid, Sure 
ly the Lord's Anointed ic before me : 
But the Lord ſaid unto Samuel, 
Look not on hu Conuntenance, nor on 


the 


(b) cauriv di uuuoy menouont (0) muey? 


us, (d) in hp ywwiurC. 


of Jeſus Chriſte. 29 
the Height of his Statare ; becau{c 
I have refuſed him : for the Lord 


ſeeth not as Man ſeeth; for Man 


looketh on the outward Appearance, 
but the Lord looketh on the Heart. 
Happy then are they, who, not- 
withſtanding their many Defetts 
and Infirmities, can appeal to God 
for their Sincerity : Pſal. 17. 3. 
Thou haſt proved my Heart, azd tried 
me in the Night, and ſhalt find no- 
thing ; 4. e. nothing inconſiſtent 
with Uprightneſs or Sincerity. 


(2.) That God may ratify his 
Approbation: for it ts God who 
will pals the fin2! and deciſive Sen- 
tence: It « not then, he who com- 
menadeth himſelf, (cr is commended 
by others) that ts approved, but he 
who the Lord commenieth (e). 


Many 


lh. 
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Many are they who are ambi- 
tious to purchaſe the good Opinion 
and Praiſe of Men, and /ove it more 
thay the Praiſe of God (f). But 
of all Perſons in the World, it 
looks worſt in a Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt to be Azimal glorie ; to 
hunt after Applauſe, and to feed 
upon the Breath of popular Accla- 
mations. What diſmal Effets have 
{ſprung from the poiſonous Root of 
afftefted Popularity ? Therefore the 
good Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt muſt 
fortify himſelf againſt the Inſinua- 
tions of good Report, as well as a- 
gainſt the Vexations of evil Report : 
and be content to paſi through Ho- 
our or Diſhonour, evil and good Re- 
port; and ſo ſupport himſelf with 
the Approbation of God, and the 
Teſtimony of a good Conſcience. 

This 


” hm ES 


(f) 7oh. 12. 43. 


C0 


of Jeſus Chriſt. JI 


This Tlaule | ftudy to approve thy 
ſelf uxto God] is well paraphraſed 
by the Syriac, Let zt be thy Care to 
preſent thy ſelf before God, with 
great Integrity (g). Good Mini- 
fters are conſcious to themſelves of 
many infirmities, and bewail them 
betore the Lord ; As their Unskil- 
fulncis in explicating the great My- 
ſteries of the Goſpel ; the Remils- 
neſs of their Zeal ; their Entangle- 
ments, Diverſions, DiſtraCtions, 
and ſuch like : yet it may be a 
ſweet Refreſhment, and Relief to 
them, that they can ſay, That 
they have ſincerely deſired to ſerve 
the Lord in the Goſpel of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


And 


<— — 


—_—— 


(2) Tibi curz fic ſiſtere reipſum integerrime 
coram Leo. 
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And great Reaſos there is, why 
a. good ' Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhould ſtudy to approve himſelf un- 
to God. 

1. Becauſe it 1s God who en- 
truſts and employs him in the Mt- 
niſtration of the Goſpel: And to 
him he muſt give an account of 
his Stewardſhip. If the Office of 
the Miniſtry were merely an Hy- 
mane Conſtitution, and the Inſtructi- 
ons, Rules and Meaſures, which 
Miniſters were to be determined 
by, in the Execution of their Of- 
fice, were all of Man's Appoint- 
ment, then would it be.ſufficient 
for them ſo to demean and carry 
themſelves therein, as to gain the 
Approbation of Men : But if the 
Office, Work and Rule, be from 
Heaven, and not of Men, then it 
is their Concernment, as well as 

cheir 
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their Duty, to ſeek the Approba- 
tion of God. The Apoſtle's Way 
of Reaſoning in another like In- 
ſtance, will, I think, guide us to 
what we are to conclude 1n this 
Caſe; 2Tim. 1.4. No Man that 
warreth, entangleth himſelf with the 
things of this Life, that he may pleaſe 
him, who hath choſen him to be a Soul- 
dier. And may we not argue, 4 
Minors ad Majus, Hethat is bound 
to the Lord Chriſt, rhe Captain of 
our Salvation, under his Sacramen- 
tum Miniſteriale, ought not to en- 
tangle himſelf in Matters of a fo- 
reign Nature, eſpecially when they 
are obſtructive to his proper Work ; 
much more, if inconſiſtent with 
it 2 but he ſhould bend all his 
Thoughts, Cares and Endeavours 
to pleaſe him, who hath choſen 
him to be a Miniſter. When, I 

D lay, 
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fay, the Office is from- God, yet 
that leaves room enough for Men, 
who have a delegated Power from 
Chriſt (in the ordinary Way) to 
try the Perſons, who are to be ad- 
mitted to the Execution of that Of- 
fice. And having found them fit, 
to ordain them with Faſting, Prayer, 
and Impoſition of Hands ; and 1o 1o- 
lemnly to inveſt them there- 
with (4). Yet {till it muſt remain 
unſhaken, That Man doth not 
make the Miniſtry, neither may 
Man, by his proper Authority, ap- 
point the Miniſter his Rule, nor 
apportionare his Work : For that 
belongs to the Lord Chriſt only ; 
Eph. 4. 8, to ver. 14. When he af- 
ſcended up on high, he led Captivity 
captive, 


* 
a * 
— a 


— 


(b) 2 Tim. 2. 2, Titel. 5. 
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taptive, and gave Gifts unto Mex : 
— And he gave ſome Apoſtles, (ome 
Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and 
ſome Paſtors and Teachers; for the 
perfetting of the Saints, for the 


"| Work of the Miniſtry, for the edify- 


ing of the Body of Chriſt. 
2. A good Minilter of Jeſus 


| Chriſt, ſhould ſtudy to approve 


himſelf unto God ; becauſe, from 
him alone, be is to receive his full and 
ultimate Reward. Sad and mile- 
rable would be the Lot of a gocd 


| Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, if the 


Favour of Men and earthly Pre- 
terments were all that he might 
look for after his greateit Sedu- 
lity and Fideliry.. The Apoſtle 
Pail had, certainly, more in his 
Eye; for he profeſſeth, that it was 
{omething elſe which kept him 
from fainting and ſinking under 
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all the Burdens of his Services and 
Sufferings ; and that was, That he 
Jooked not at the things which are 
ſeen, but at the things which are not 
ſeen ; becauſe the things which are 
ſeen, are temporal ; but the things 
which are not ſeen, are eternal *, 
And a great and precious Promiſe 
they have to encourage them in 
their Labours, and to ſupport them 
under their Burdens; 1x Pet. 5. 
2, 3. Feed the Flock which i among 
you, (or in as much as 1n you lies); 
and when the chief Shepherd ſhall ap- 
pear, ye ſhall receive a Crown of Gleo- 
ry that faaeth not away. This may 
ſuffice to have been ſaid, touching 
the ſecond Property of a good Mi 


niſter of Jeſus Chriſt ; He is one} 


who 
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who ſtudies to approve himſelf 
unto God. 


;aly. His third Property, is, That 
he is a Work-man, that needeth not 
to be aſhamed. There are two 
Branches in this Part of his Cha- 
racter. 


(1.) If you look upon him a#- 
ſolutely ;, ſo he is a Workman. 

(2.) If ye look alſo upon the 
Modification adjoined ; fo he is a 
Workman thar needeth not to be 
aſhamed. 


1. A Workman he muſt be (7) ; 
and that Work which he 1s called 
unto, 15 no eaſy Employment, but 


| very laborious ; for the Word u- 
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ſed in the Text, 1s tranſlated a La- 
bourer ; Matth. 9. 37. The Labou- 
rers are few : And Ver. 36. Pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the Harweſ, 
that he would ſend forth L abourers 
znto his Harveſt (k). Neither 1s 
his Labour like to ſome kinds of 
Recreation ; in which Men do but 
play, while they take a great deal of 
Pains : But it.is hard Labour, even 
to Laſſitude and Wearineſs, to the 
waſting of their Strength, and ex- 
Iauſting of their Spirits. For fo 
doth the Scripture ſet forth the 
Working and Labouring of the 
good Miniſters of Jelus Chriſt ; 
1 Theſfl. 5.12. Xyow them that la. 
bour among you : TSs uomorres (1), 
1 77m, 


, OR — 


(&) + £0247 Gal124 . þ owe exBany $3015, 
(1) zcniaw, laboro, fatigor, laſlor. 
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I Tim. 5. 17. — eſpecially they 
who /abour in the Word and Do- 
Arine, This ye may find exem- 
lifed 1n two Inſtances ; The For- 
mer is of Chriſt, when he was 
ſpent and tired out with his Jour- 
ney, Joh. 4. 6. Jelus therefore be- 
ins wearied with his Journey, ſat 
thus on the VVell (m). The Latter 
is of the Diſciples, who had toiled 
out themſelves all night, Lake 5. 5. 
Maſter, we have toiled all night (7p). 
Theſe places are produced to ſhew, 
That a good Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt is a Work-man, whoſe Em- 
ployment requires very hard La- 
bour ; ſo that he hath no time al- 
lowed him for Idleneſs or Remiſs- 
D 4 neſs, 
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neſs, though ſome time be indul. 
ged to him for his Relaxation, 
through his 'Maſter's tender Com- 
paſſion; Mark 6. 31. And he ſaid 
unto them, Come your ſelves apart, 
and reſt a-while : for there were ma- 
ny coming and going, and they had 
no leiſure fo mach a4 to eat. How- 
ever God may deal with ſuch as 
ſtand all the day idle in the Mar- 
ket-place ; yet, doubtleſs, he will 
not endure any Loiterers in his 
Vine-yard, in which even the Fig- 
tree, which was barren, would not 
be allowed to have a Standing (0) ; 
much leſs might the Dreſſer of the 
Vine-yard expect to be tolerated, 
if he brought forth no Fruit. Our 
Saviour told his Apoſtles, that he 

has 


(0) Lub, 13. 5, 7. 


* of Jeſus Chriſt, 41 
had ordained them, that they ſhould 
bring forth Fruit : and that Fruit 
was their converting of Souls to 
God, as the Apoſtle explains it, 
Rom. 1.13.—That I may have ſome 
Fruit among you alſo, as among other 
Gentiles, "The Miniſters of Chriſt 
may intercede for the Enlargement 
of the time of God's Patience to- 
ward an unfruntful People ; bur 
then it 1s upon their Engagement 
to uſe double Diligence 1n cultiva- 
ting of them: Luke 13. 8. Lord, 
let it alone this year alſo, that I may 
dig about it, and dung it. 

"Thus ye have one of the Apella- 
tions by which a good Miniſter of 
Teſus Chriſt is denominated, that 
he is a Work-man. But becauſe [ 
told you, that my Deſign in this 
Diſcaurſe would be to give you 


ſome diſtindt Repreſentation of 
{uch 
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ſuch an one, I think it neceſſary 
to add ſome other Titles by which 
the Spirit of God doth notify him 
to us, that ye may ſee him in a 
clearer Light, and form more per- 
fe conceptions of him. The good 
Miniſters, then, of Jeſus Chriſt, 
have two ſorts of Titles conferred 
upon them : 


Some, that ſet forth their Dzg- 
nity : 

Others, that bind them to their 
Duty. 


In reciting the Former, I ſhall 
be very brief: yet may I not fi- 
lently paſs them over, left I ſhould 
be 1njurious both to them and you, 


1. Their Titles that do ſet forth 
their Dignity. | 
Ot 


of Jeſus Chriſt. 4} 
Of theſe I ſhall mention four 
only. 


(1.) They have the glorious 
Name of Azgels {et upon them (p); 
Rev. 1. 20. The ſeven Stars are the 
Angels of the ſeven Churches. Anv- 
gels, we know, are the higheſt 
Rank, and moſt noble Order among 
all the Creatures: And they have 
the Denomination of Angels, be- 
cauſe they are the Meſſengers of the 
oreat God, And ſuch are all good 
Miniſters of Jelus Chriſt. Ambaſſe- 
dors; 2 Cor. 5.20. Now then, we 
are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt. Meſſen- 
gers; Hag. 1.13. Then ſaid hag- 
gait, the Lord's Meſſenger in the 


Lord's Meſſage, to the People. This 
Title 


— 


(p) 1x92, «y1 44G, Legatus,Nuncius. 
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Title was not appropriated to him, 
as a Prophet immediately called 
and inſpired, but it 15 communica- 
ted to all thoſe who are appointed 
and authorized by God to deliver 
his Meſfages to his People ; Mal, 
2.7. The Prieſts Lips ſhould pre- 
ſerve Knowledg, aud they ſhould ſeth 
the Law at his Mouth, for he us the 
Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts. 

(2.) They arecalled Elders (9); 
AQts 14. 23. VVhenr they had or- 
dained the Elders in every Church: 
Tit. 1. 5. — Ordais Elders in every 
City. The name of Elders was 
honourable among both Jews and 
Gentiles. The Jews dignified their 
Rulers, both Civil and Eccleiiafti- 
cal, with the Title of E{ders : And 

. fy 


—_— 


(©) pr, Teo purreor, Seniores. 


of Jeſus Chriſt. As 

fo did the Greeks uſe the ſame, to 
fignalize ſuch as were of eminency 
for their /VYorth or Office. For thus 
doth one of them inform us, We 
call (faith he) thoſe Perſons El- 
ders, whom we eſteem the beft, or 
moſt excellent,and the Axcients (7) : 
There are few, who have not heard 
of the Roman Senate and Sena- 
tors (5s). And Antiquaries tell us, 
that theSaxon word Aldermen, hath 
the Signification of Ancients, or El- 
der-men. 

(3.) They are denominated 
Guides (t), {uch as have the Con- 
duct of others, and go before them 
in the Way of Religion; Heb. 13.7. 
Remember them which have the Rale 

(or 


DO —— 


(r) apivus 5 785 'egrms. (5) Senatus & Se- 
natores. (t) gays «ira qui precundo monitragt 
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(or are the Guides) over you, who 


have ſpoken unto you the VVord of 


God. And ver. 17. Obey them that 
have the rule over you, and ſubmit 
Jour ſelves; for they watch for your 
Souls, as they that muſt give acconnt. 
The Miniſters of Chriſt have a 
Power to lead, though not to com- 
pel (s). 

(4.) They are dignified with 
the Name of Preſidents (w), ſuch 
as are over others in the Lord; 
1 Tim. 5. 17. The Elders that rule 
(or preſide) well, account worthy of 
double Hononr. 


T ſhall not farther enlarge upon 
thoſe Titles that ſer forth their Dig- 
nity ; yet ſomewhat may be in- 

terred 


( 


(#) Poteſtatem 34@vmyy, ducendi z non 5+ 
77m cogendi, (w) ages mein 7H, 


of eſus Chriſt, 47 
ferred that is obvious to every un- 
derftanding Obſerver ; That Mer 
ought to howour thoſe whom God des 
lights to howour. Or, let me lay this 
before you, in the Words of the A- 
poſtle, 1 Thefſ. 5. 12,13. And we 
beſeech you, Brethren, know them that 
labour among you, and are over you in 
the Lord, and admoniſh you. 'T'o know 
them (x), not only that ye may 
diſtinguiſh them from other Perſons, 
or to ſalute them when ye meet 
them, or to have ſome friendly Con- 
verſation with them ; bur to yield 
them ſuch Obſervance as may teſtify 
that Honour and Obedience which 
ye owe to him that ſends them, and 
the Meſſages which they bring you 
in his Name, and clothed with his 
Autho- 
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Authority, And all this muſt be 
done not lightly, and out of Com- 
plement, but in Reality and Since- 
rity. And then, for the Degree of 
your eſteem of them, it muſt not 
be after a low and vulgar rate, but 
raiſed to a double height in Com: 
pariſon : wery highly (yy). 

Let no Man rhink that IT men- 
tioned theſe magnificent Titles con- 
ferred on the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
out of Oſtentation or Ambition; for 


they have learn'd ro bear Contempt, 


when caſt only upon their Perſons, 
or their outward State in theWorld ; 
but yer they are obliged to magnify 
their Office, when Men do deſpiſe 
or reproach it. And for this, the 
Apoltle's Example is their War- 

rant ; 


A ——_— 
— = 


() Vvatgermicrrss, ſuper ex abundanti. 
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rant, Rom. 11. 13, — Iyaſmuch as 
I am the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 1 
magnify mine Office (z). They 
know very well, that they are but 
earthen Veſlels, yet they carry an 
ineſtimable Treaſure ; Pearls iz Oy- 
fter-ſhells, 2 Cor. 4.7. (4). That all 
the Glory may be «/timately carried 
up to God : For they preach not them- 
ſelves, but Chriſt Jeſu to be the 


Lord, and themſelves your Servants 


for Jeſus ſake. 


This may ſuffice to have been 
ſpoken of the Titles that ſer forth 
their Dignity : I ſhall be a little 
more <aptous in thoſe that bind 
them to their Duty : And * ſhall 
ſingle out ſuch as are of like 1m- 

E port 
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port with that of a Work-man, 
mentzoned in the 'Text, As, 


t. They are tiled Biſbops ; Ad; 
20.28, .T che heed to your ſelves, and 
ito. the Fiosh, : over whith the Holy 
Ghaft bath made yau Ower.ſeers.It the 
Greek word (6) had been rendred 
here,. as it isgenetally 1n other pla- 
ces, it might have bean tranſlated 
Biſhops.” Che Apoſtle tells'us, 1 77m. 
3.1. He that deſireth the Offite of 4 
Biſhop, deſireth a good VVork (c). 
Fhe Apoſtle calls it a YYork, not an 
Howour, laith Grotins ; . or, as ano- 
ther glofſeth, A Work, not a Dig- 
ity, or a more delicate-and ſofter 
kind of Life. Let ſuch as glory in 
the Name, dothe Work of a Biſhop, 


and all good Men wall pay them 
due 


1s ys 


(b) mona. (0) U ms imnorons ogeyural 


19s igys mou. 


, 


of Jeſus 4 byiſf. 5 | 
due reſpe&. Sure weate, that the 
Charge that 1s giveri them; is very 
ſtrict : 1 Pet. g. I, 2. The Elders 
which are among you, Texhort, who al- 
ſo aman Elder : — Feed the Flock of 
God, which is a10ng- you, thing the 
Overſight thereof  — or doing the 
Work'of a Biſhop toward them (4). 
And what the Work of the Primi- 
tive Biſhop was, the' Learned Dr. 
Hamond hath' informed us; © If 
* was (faith he) the Work of the 
* Biſhop, to be the Mouth of the 
* People, to offer up their Prayers, 
*« Supplications, Tntercefſions and 
*'Thankfgivings to'Altnighty Got. 
* Toreceive to Baptiſm thoſe thar, 
* upon due trial, were found mtet 
* for it : To adminiſter the: Lotd's 
* Supper ; which, in the firſt times 
E 2 *of 
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« of Chriſtianity, was done very 
«© frequently : To viſit the Sick, and 
*to pray for them : To ſtop!the 
* Mouths of Gain-layers; to ad- 
« moniſh diſorderly Walkers: To 
&« caſt out the Obſtinate and Incor- 
© rigible : To receive Penirents in- 
© to the Church, after ſufficient 
&* trial made of their Repentance : 
© To take care of the Poor, Or- 
* phans, Widows and Strangers. 
« And, in ſhort, to attend to all the 
« Afﬀairs of: the Church of God. 
He that will conſcienciouſly give 
up himfelf to all theſe Services, 
will need” no' other Argument to 
convince him of the Labouriouf- 
neſs of that Office. - 
2. The Miniſters of Chriſt have 
the Name of Paſtors ſet upon:thein,; 
as very direQtive, to ſhew them 
their Work and Employment; 
Ephe/. 
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Epheſ. 4. 11. Some Paſtors and Tea- | 
chers (e) : 1 Pet. 5. 2. — Feed the al 
Flock that is among you (f); i. e. Fi 
Do all things that belong to the Of- 
fice of a Paſtor. The Shepherd's 
Work in the literal Senſe, 1s very 
buſy and toilſom.. TFacob, who had 
been long exerciſcd 1n it, gives this |! 
account of it, Gep. 31.40. Thus was fl 
T in the day, the Drought conſumed h. 
me, and the Froft by night ; and my 
Sleep departed from me. Neither can | 
we ſuppoſe, that a Shepherd, in the | 
Metaphorical Senſe, fhould exone- 
rate himſelf of all Care, and indulge 
himſelf in his Eaſe. It was never | 
known that a Title to an Office | 
ſhould diſcharge a Man from his 
proper Work and Employment. 
E 3 We 
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We may. igier: what God requires 
and expetts from thoſe whom he 
conſtitutes Shepherds, whether in 
a Political, or in an Eccleſiaſtical 
Senſe, by the ſharp Reproofs and 
ſevere Menaces, which he uſeth a- 
94inſt the Negligent : Ezek. 34. 2, 
3, 4. Son of Man, propheſy againſt 
the Shepberds of Iſrae] yo > 4 and 
ſay unto thew, Thus ſaith the Lord 
42aiuſt the Shepherds, VVo to the 
Shepherds of I{racl, that feed them- 
ſelves : Should xot the Shepherds feed 
the Flock ? The Diſeaſed have ye not 
frengthened, neither have ye healed 
that which was ſick ; neither have ye 
boynd up that which was brokes ; net- 
ther have ye brought again that which 
was driven away ; neither have ye 
ſought that which was loſt : but with 
Force and with Crucley, have ye ruled 
them. T ſhould deſire no more of 

_ any 
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any Man, that thinks a Paſtor's 
Life to be a Life of Eaſt and Divers 
tiſement, than tos make experi- 
ment ; though it be bur among a 
few, and thoſe well-diſpoſed Peo+ 
ple, and he {hall quickly find how 
much his Work will daily grow ups 
on his hands: To ſatisfy the Doubt. 
ing and Scrupulous ; To ſet in joint 
the Bones ' which have been diſlo- 
cated or broken, by the Falls of fuck 
as have been overtaken or {urprized 
by Sin- (g). To bear with the In- 
firmities, Slownels of Capacity,and 
Untowardneſs of {uch as he labours 
to inſtruct ; To apply ſutable Re- 
medies to their various Spiritual 
Diſtempers : To look after, and 
bring back ſuch as have gone a- 

E 4 {tray, 
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ſtray, either through their own Le- 
vity, or the Craftineſs of 'Seducers : 
With Patience, Pity and Compal\- 
ſion, to bear with thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelves. And beſides all this, 
meekly to treat the Petulant and 
Exorbitant, and to cicure or tame 
ſuch as have altogether broken the 
Yoke, and burft the Bonds. 

3. They are called Servants or 
Miniſters. Sometimes with reſpeCt 
to the Subject or Matter of their 
Miniſtration ; and ſo they are ſti- 
led Miniſters of the Word; Luk.1.2. 
Even as they delivered them to w, 
which from the * beginning were 
Eye-witneſſes and Miniſters of the 
Word (h). Sometimes to ſet forth 
their Relation to their Lord and 

| Maſter, 
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Maſter, to whom, or in whoſe Ser- 


vice, | they do miniſter: So they 
are the Miniſters of Chrift, 1 Cor. 4. 
1. Let a Man ſo account of us, as of 
the Miniſters of Chriſt (i.) The 
Word made uſe of 1n the original 
Greek, tranſlated | Minifter] doth 
primarily {ignify a Rower, one that 
doth tug and ſweat at the Oar (4). 
The Poet could ſay, That they who 
handle the Oar, ſtand in need of two 
things ; Of God,to help them with 
a good Wind, and of their own La- 
bour. The Appellation then of a 
Rower, being, in a Metaphorical 
Senſe, applied to a Servant, or Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt, may admoniſh 
him to continue his Care and In- 

| duſtry 


| () «5 Vangers ours. (Þ) The Primitive Verb 
4 eg4vow, remigo : but in the common Uſe, it is en- 
laged, and extended to ſignify a Servant in gentral. 
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duſtry without any intermiſſion ; 
for, ordinarily, the Wind and Tide 
are againſt him. And when 1t is 
ſo, if the Rower fit ſtill but a little, 
his Veſſel may be carried far back- 
ward, and he may loſe more 1n oze 
Hour than he can recover 1n »1axy. 
If a Miniſter be remiſs, when falſe 
Doctrines, or Immoralities in Pra- 
Etice, like a Tempeſt, bear down 
all before them, ſuch Diſorders will 
quickly follow, as will not ſoon or 
eaſily be rectified or reformed. Let 
him therefore animate himſelf with 
the Apoſtle's Spirit and Reſolution, 
Gal. 2. 5. To whom. we gave place by 
Subjettion, no not for an hour, that 
the Truth of the Goſpel might conti- 
aue with you. 

4. They are frequently ſtiled 
Mzniſters or Servants ; but by a 
Word, differing very much in the 

| :_ * naw 
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Original from the former, which 
alſo doth engage them to much 
Diligence and hard Labour ; and 
that 1s, &14#01G-, This Word is 
uſed ſometimes in the ftrit Ac- 
ceptation, and then it is rendred a 
Deacon ; as 1 Tim. 3.8. Likewiſe 
alſo muſt the Deacons be grave -» (1). 
The occaſion of erefting that Or- 
der in the Church, ye may find re- 
corded in As 6. and their proper 
Work was, To take care of, and to 
manage the Stock of the Church ; 
and this, in wer. 2. 1s ſet forth by 
their ſerving of Tables (»m) : but 
the Uſe of the Word in the larger 
Acceptation, is far more frequent; 
to denote, A Minifter of the New- 
Teſtament, 2 Cor. 3.6. The Mini- 


ſter 
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fter of God, 2 Cor. 6. 4. A Miniſter 
of Jeſus Chrift, 1 Tim. 4.6. That 
which I intend by adding this Ap- 
pellation, is as a farther Demonftra- 
tion, That the Calling of a g8od 
Miniſter requires much Induſtry 
2nd Diligence 1n thoſe who will 
diſcharge their Duty with Fidelity: 
for the Verb from which the Word, 
which we render | Miniſter] 1sde- 
rived,doth ſignify to make haſte, or 
ro work (7). 


Thus ye have had an Account of 
this Property of a good Miniſter of 
Jeſus Chriſt, That he is a Work: 
man: To which, I have added four 
Titles more of the ſame import, 

becauſlc 


(n) Nd zorGr is from yovew; which Etymologilt 
- dedyce from x9'v1s, Duſt 3 hecauſe, they ſayy ſuch as 1: 
Races or work abroad, ao raiſe the Duſt. 
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becauſe this ſeems moſt conſpicu- 
ous and eminent, in that CharaQer 
which the Text ſets upon him : 
And: there remains a little more to 
be ſpoken touching that AdjunGt, 
which is added concerning him ; 
For the Apoſtle did not ſatisfy him- 
ſelf with calling him a Work-man, 
but 1n a way of Illuſtration or Am- 
plification, he ſubjoins, That he is 4 
Work-man that need not be aſhamed. 
The Text hath it in one Word, 
vnaſhamed (0) ; and this leads In- 
terpreters into ſeveral ways of ex- 
plaining the Senſe and Meaning of 
it. For ſome underſtand it a&:vely. 
A good Miniſter muſt be a well- 
reſolved Perſon; that no Shame, Dil- 
grace,or Reproaches of Men, ſhould 

daunt 
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daunt or diſcourage him from pro- 
feffing or preaching the Goſpel. 
The Apoftle Paul was well fortifi- 
ed againſt thoſe Impreffions, which 
Shame might make upon weaker 
Minds ; for he ſaith, Rows. x. 16. 
F am nor aſhamed of the Goſpel of 
Chrift (p), and often mentioneth 
his Parrheſis : His ſpeaking open- 
ly, with Liberty and! Confidence; 
as Aﬀs 9.29. And he ſpake boldly in 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus. — As 
£3. 46. Then Paul a»d Barnabas 
waxed bold, and ſaid, — (q). Net- 
ther could all the Calumnies rai- 
ſed againftthim, nor Injuries done 
him, make'him aſhamed ; 2 T7. 
x.12, Foy whichCauſe, I alfo (nffer 
theſe things ; nevertheleſs, I am not 

aſhamed, 


— 
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aſhamed. —— Impudence is, indeed, 
moſt hateful in an evil Matter, and 
draws down the Wrath of God up- 
on brazen-taced Sinners ; Jer.6.15. 
Were they aſhamed when they had 
committed Abomination ? nay, they 
were yot at all aſhamed, neither could 
they bluſh, therefore they ſball fall a- 
mong them that fall. — He hath an 
hard Province who is diepute with 
Tgnorance, when it 1s patronized 
by-Impudence. For how ſhall he 
inſtru&t, or convince, thoſe who are 
not aſhamed of Impertinencies, 
Non-ſenſe, or moſt groſs Abſurdi- 
ties? Bur when the Truths of God 
areto be vindicated, The Faith which 
was at once delivered to the Saints, to 
be: contended for, and Holineſs to 
be propugned, the good Miniſter of 
Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be bold as a Lion, 


and pray carneſtly to God for that 
Grace 
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Grace which was promiſed to the 
Prophet Exzekie/, Chap. 3. ver.8,9. 
Behold, I hawe made thy Face ſtrong 
againſt their Faces, and thy Forehead 
againſt their Foreheads, as an Ada- 
mant ; harder than a Flint have 1 
made thy Forehead. Fear them not, 
neither be diſmaid at their Looks, 
though they be a rebellious Houſe. This 
may ſuffice for the aCtive Senſe ; 
and this way doth the Syriac Ver- 
fion. look ; Shew thy ſelf a Work-man, 
without Confuſion : and many of the 
Greek Commentators are reported 
£0 concur therein, 

But there is alſo a paſſive Sexſe, 
which may well be admitted, and 
that our own Tranſlators do pre- 
fer, and (as I think) dothbeſt lute 
with the Contexture of the Apo- 
{tle's Diſcourſe ; That a good Mi- 


niſter ſhould fo carry it, 1n all his 
Mint- 
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Miniſterial Work; that he weed not 
be aſhamed, The Apoſtle doth ap- 


parently inſiſt upon that Antitheſis 


which 1s between a contentious So- 
phiſter, who ſtrives about Words 
that are unprofitable and vain, and 
a Work-man that needeth not be 
aſhamed. When the Defign and Ma- 
nagement of a fallacious fiery Dil- 
PULAtion is deteQted, the Work-man 
hath abundant cauſe to be aſhamed, 
for his Folly will be made manifeſt to 
all Mex. But when the good Mi- 
niſter's Work is moſt narrowly 
ſcarched and lifted, he may hold up 
his Face without [pot ; yea; (his In- 
firmities being graciouſly covered 
and pardoned) he may have conf:- 
dence, and not be aſhamed before C brif 
at bis Coming. 
This may ſuffice for the third 
Property of a _ Miniſter of Je- 
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fus Chriſt ;' He is a Work-man that 
needeth not ts be aſhamed. 


4thly. The CharaQer of a good 
Miniſter of Jeſus Chrift, is conclu- 
ded with this Property, That he is 
one who rightly divides the Word of 
Truth. For the clearing of this, 
two Things are to be attended 
nnto, which may be diſpatched 
with convenient Brevity. 


(1.) What is the SubjeQ or Mat- 
ter about which his principal Study 
and Labour 1s to be employed, and 
that is, The Word of Truth. 

(2.) What 1s incumbent upon 
him, with reſpe&t to the Word ol 
Truth; and that 1s, That he righth 
aiviae it. 

1. It is the Word of Truth, 1, 


xnd about which, the TROY 
anc 
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and Stiidies: of a good Miniſtet of 
Jeſus Chrift are tobe exer ciſed. 
Not in SHER Diſpurstiohs; tior 
if the b are Oolong and DiQates 
of Mei; * though of great Replia- 
tion and Authority : Much leſs ih 
| fxving cunningly deviſed F. ables, 

r golden Legends, which thay 
baile ii the Ipnoratit and Credu- 
los; Adniitation, Superſtition and 
Rapture ; ; -but in the Confiderate 
ind Prudent; Diſdain atid Indigha- 
tion. "The. Apoſtle hath infortned 
vs, How the great Apoftacy froth 
the Chriftian Faith; Was'to be ma- 
faged and carried on, t Tim:4.1,2: 
—By giving heed to ' ſcdtcing Spi- 
rits, and Do#rines of Devils ; ſpeak- 
ing Lies in Hypocriſy * but the good 
Miniſter mult firmly and entirely 
adhere.to the Word of Truth. The 


I great Repolitory whereof, 1s the 
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my Scripture, which. hears upon 
it that glorious Inſcription, The 
Scripture of Trath, Dan. 10. 21. (7) 
and the F'Vord of Truth, the Goſpel 
of Salvation, Eph. 1. 13;.andagain, 
The VVord of the Truth of the Go- 
ſpel. From hence muſt the good 
Miniſter derive, confirm, and ime 
proveall his DoQrine : For the whole 
Scripture is given by Inſpiration of 
God, and i profitable for. Doltrint, 
for Reproof, for Correition, for In 
ſtruftion in Righteouſneſs : That the 
Man of God may be perfeft, through- 
ly furniſhed to all good V Vorks. They 
then offer an intolerable Aﬀeront to 
the Divine Majeſty, who /peat 
wickealy for God, or talk deceitfull 


for him, Job 13. 7. 
2, What 
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2, What is the proper Work of 

a good Miniſter of Chriſt, wherein 
he 15 to be occupied with reference 
to this Word of Truth ; and that 
is, rightly to 'divide it (s) ; which 


| cannot be underſtood in a literal, 


but in a metaphorical Senſe. The 
Conjectures of Men about the ex- 
plicating of the Metaphor, have 
been various. Some think it ſpoken 
in way of Alluſion, to the Prieſts 


.| cutting abroad, and dividing the 


Sacrifices into their ſeveral Parts, 
in which they were very curious 
and exact. Others conceive, that 
the Apoſtle hath reſpe&t to thoſe 
(t) Seftions, into which the Book 
of the Law was divided by the 
Jews, 1n order to their reading of 

Þ 3 It 
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it in their Synagogues, Other; 
think the Metaphor f be taken 
from Mothers or Nurſes, who cur 
the Meat which they give their 
Children into {mall pieces, thar 
rhey may the better recelve and di- 
Feſt it. - But not to inſiſt upon the 
Critical Part, I think the Senſe and 
Meaning 1s well exprefſed by the 
vulgar Latin, Rightly handling the 
VVord of Truth (#); and by the 
Syriac, Rightly. preaching — (w). 
But it we expect ſomething in- 
ſtrutive from the Metaphor made 
uſe of, I ſuppoſe it may afford us 
ſome light 1f compare theſe Paſſa- 
ges of Scripture together. (1.) The 
Apoſtle doth ſtile the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, Stewards of the Myſteries of 

d, 
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God, 1 Cor. 4.1. (2.) Our Savi- 
our aſſigns this as one Property of 
a good and faithful Steward, who 
is ſet over the Houſhold, that he 
may give to every one their portion 
of Meat in due ſeaſon, Lak. 12.42. 
(x) diſtributing to every one their 
proper Dimeanſum, or Allotment : 
as Exod 16.16. Every Man accord- 
ing to his Eating. Herein then lies 
much of the good Miniſter's Pru- 
dence, Care and Tenderneſs, ſo to 
divide the Word of Truth, that e+ 
very one may have their proper 
Portion : Fe muſt provide Milk for 
Babes, and ſtrong Meat for them that 
are of full Age, Heb. 5. 17, 14. aC* 
commodating his Teaching ro the 
Neceſſities and Capacities of the 
F 4 Hearers. 
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Hearers. In this, their Lord and 
Maſter Chriſt went before them, 
and hath left them an Example, 
For he ſpake the Word as the People 
were able to hear; i.e. to under- 
ſtand, and profit by it ; Mar. 4. 33. 
It is a ſingular Grace or Mercy 
that God beſtows on his Miniſters, 
The Tongue of the Learned, that the) 
ſhould ſpeak a Word in ſeaſon (9). 
A Word in ſeaſon to the Weary, 
that they may be refreſhed : A 
Word in ſeaſon to the Sorrowful, 
that they may be comforted : A 
Word to the Doubting, that they 
may be letled and eſtabliſhed : A 
Word to the Secure and Impent- 
tent, that they may be awakened 
and convinced ; and fo to others, 

as 


_ 
_—_ 


CJ) Ninh go. 4; 


of Jeſus Chriſt. &: 


as their Caſe and Condition may 
require, for then is the Word of 
Truth rightly divided. 


And thus I have endeavoured 
to repreſent before you the Deline- 
ation of a good Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt, according to thoſe four Pro- 


_ Perties which are ſuggeſted in, and 


from the Text. 


And now, if ye have attended 
unto, and duly conſidered that 
CharaQter which hath been given 
of a good Miniſter, I preſume that 
many of you will be apprehenſive, 
that it was not without reaſon that 
I intimated, in the entrance upon 
this Diſcourſe, that I ſhould hold 
up before you a Glaſs, or Mirror, 
wherein ye might ſee the Por- 

traicture 
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traicture of that good Manifter 
(whoſe Funeral we, this Day, ſo- 
lemnize) to be refleted. It would 
be no difhcult Undertaking to 
draw the Paralle], and ſhew the 
Correſpondence in every Particu- 
lar : But that Performance would 
require rear as much time as that 
which has been already filled up : 
Ye mult therefore be contented 
with {uch ſhorr RecolleQions, as I 
can recover upon the haſty Exer- 
ciſe of my Thoughts. 

The reverend and worthy Mi- 
nitter of Jeſus Chriſt, Mr. Richard 
Steel, was born in Cheſhire near 
Nantwich, on the tenth Day of 
May, Anno Dom. 1629, and letr 
this World November the 16th, 
Anno Dom. 1692, 1o that he died 
1a the 64th Year of his Age. Where 
he had his Education in his youn- 

ger 
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ger Years, hath nox come to my 
notice : but I find in the Faſti Oxo- 
nienſes, That Richard Steel was 


Malter of Arts of St. John's Col- 
lege in Cambrids, and was Incor- 


porated inro the 'Vniv erfity of Ox- 
ford, March the 27th 1656. He 


is there mentioned among the Ox- 


ford-Writers; and ſeveral of his 


Printed Works are recited. When 
he eptred into the ſacred Miniſte- 
ry is unknown to me ; bur after 
that he was inveſted therewith, 
{ am informed that he did exerciſe 
It in divers places, as the Provi- 
dence of God diſpoſed of him, until 
he came to Loydoy, which, (as I 
conjeture) was about 24 or 25 
Years ago: and here he hath con- 
tinued, preaching the Goſpel in 
and about the City, as God. gave 


him Liberty and Opportunity, un- 
rl 
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til he put a period both to'his Le- 
bours and Life. That he did emi- 
nently diſcharge the Duty of a 
good Miniſter, will appear by ſome . 
few Remarks, whereby it will be 
made evident, that he wrote very 
fairly after that Copy which I have 
been decyphering unto you : e.gr. 
1, Our Apoſtle, the more to re- 
commend a good Miniſter, doth 
ſhew, How unlike he 1s to a con- 
tentious wrangling Sophiſter, which 
lives in the fire of Diſputing and 
Dividing. But it may be truly {aid 
of our worthy Brother, as it was 
of Caleb, He was a Man of another 
Spirit, He hated Contentionsand 
Diviſions ; he greatly bewailed 
them ; and uſed his uttermoſt En- 
deavour to promote Union and 
Concord. "That this was his Tem- 
per, is clearly demonſtrated by his 


Diſcaurſe 
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Diſcourſe againſt uncharitable Con- 
tentions in the Church of God. Which 


Diſcourſe is printed in-the 4th Vo- 


lume of the Caſuiftical Morning- 
Exerciſes, preached in OfFober 1689, 
wherein he ſhewed a deep Judg- 
ment, and a very prudent pacifick 
Spirit, wo 

2, The Apoftle deſcribes a good 


Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, by his 


Studiouſneſs and Diligence. In 
which, it muſt be concluded, that 
our deceaſed Brother was very 
exemplary. For his Sermons were 
compoled and written with ma- 
ture Digeſtion, though with much 
Brevity ; which manifeſt them to 
have been the Product of many 
ſerious Thoughts ; and conſidering 
his Conftancy in Preaching, muſt 
needs require very hard Study. 


His Mazsſcript Notes of his Ser- 


Mons 
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mons are excetdin} tdny;\ and tle- 
ſerve ro be- carefully preſerved. 
When we compiite the Ling that 
muſt neceſiatily have Been ſpent 
about his Gur Libolits, we 
may judg, that a Perſ6h of mote 
than common Attainmeiits, had 
filled it up very well: Yet he re- 
deemed {o much beſides, as ena- 
bled him to compoſe ind publiſh 
feveral pions ahd profitable Trextiſes. 
Of which, I think, it rhiay be of 
good ufe to annex a Catalogs: AS; 


"£7 As Antitote exit Dr- 
ftrattions; Or, An Endeavour to 
Terve the Church in the darly Caſe 
of Wandrings in the Worſhip of 
God. This Treatiſe came to my 
hands before I ever ſaw rhe Face 
of the Author ; and I have heard 
many to bleſs God for'it; and to 

protels 
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profeſs that they were greatly e- 
dified by it, What Acceptance 
this Book hath found with ſuch 
as are ſerious in Religion, may be 
eſtimated by the ſeveral Impreſ- 
ſions of it. There is one Circum- 
ſtance more that relatesto ir, which 
may not be paſſed over, viz. That 
it was written by Mr. Steel when 
he was in Priſon in Wales for Non 
conformity: Here we find that ex- 
emplified, which was once the 
Caſe of St. Paul, 2 Tim. 2. 9: 
VVherein I ſuffer Trouble as an E- 
wvil-Doer, even unto Bonds : but the 
VFord of God is not bound, And 
as, while he was in Priſon, he en- 
deavoured to edify the Church of 
God by his Writings ; ſo he did al- 
{ſo by his Pr eaching, while he was 
under Confinement, ſeek the Sal- 
vation of thoſe who came to hear 
him. 
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him. And it 1s to be. hoped, that 
it may be ſaid of ſome of them, as 
Paul did of Oneſimuws, that they 
were begotten again by him, while 
he was 1n Bonds. 


(Þ.) The Husband-man's Calling; 
ſhewing the Excellencies, Temp- 
rations, Graces and Duties of the 
Chriſtian Husband-man. 


( 2.) 4 plain Diſcourſe of Up- 


rightneſs ; ſhewing the Properties 


and Privileges of an upright Man. 


(4) The Tradeſ-man's Calling : 
A Diſcourſeconcerning the Nature, 
Necelhity, Choice, &c. of a Cal- 
ling in general ; and DireCtions for 


the right managing of the Trade 
man's Calling in particular. 


(s.) 4 
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(s.) 4 Diſcourſe of Ola-Agt 3, 


Tending to the Inſtruftion, Cau- 
tion and Comfort of Aged Perſons, 


(6.) 4 Stheme ahd Abſtraft of 
the Chriſtian Religion, Comprized 
in fifty two Heads, with the Texts 
of Stripture os which they are ground- 
ed, And ſome ſhort Indications, 
How they were mote - largely 


handled: 


(7.) Belides his Diſcourſe a- 
Fainſt uncharitable Contentions; 
printed among the Sermons in the 
4th Volume of the Caſuiſtical 
Morning-Exetciſes ; there are al- 
lo other Sermons of his printed: 
As; (1.) The Daties of Husbands 
ind VVives toward each other; 
in the Supplement of the Morning- 
Exerciſe at Cripple-gatr, 1674: 

G (2.) B#- 
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(2.) Behevers Right to the Cup it 
the Lord's Supper : In the Mormng- 
Exercils againlt Propery, 2675. 
(3.) VVhat are the Hinarantes and 
Helps fo 4 good Memory, in fpirita- 
«l Things : In the Cominuarion of 
the Morning-Exercifes, Queſtions, 
and Caſes of Conſtience, 1683. 


Theſe are the Books which were | 
publiſhed by our Reverend Bro- 


ther; by the diligent Reading 


whereof, private Chriſtians may, 
by God's Bkeſhng, be much im- 
proved 1a their ſpiritual Growth. 


}.: A good Miniſter of Jeſus 
Clift will dtudy to approve him- 
jelf unto God : And to do fo, we 
may- be aflured, was the conſtant 
Care and Endeavour of our decea- 
ied Brother: For he was circum- 


ſpect $ 


$5 
ſpeft; unblameable and exemplary 
in the whole Courſe of his Con- 
verſation, and the Exerciſe of his 


of Jeſus Chnift, 


: 
: % 


Grace; have taketi ——_ Fpukr<n 
Words, 2:Cor. 41.12; Ow vejoycing 
i this,. the Teſtimony of our Con- 
ſairnoe, that i Simplicity and ably 
Sincerity, not with fleſhly VVi a 


our 'Converſattos in the VVor2, 
And now, wedoubt not, but Yhat 
God's Approbation of farm, 4s pers 
k@ty affured, by his aQual Adam 
ſon.of him-imto this Prefente, hh 
there is fulneſs of Foz, wd at whoſe 
Rioht-hantl are Pleaſires for rinr- 
WIE: S-: i | 
4.- A ipood Minifter of Jeſs 
Chrift; is a Work-man that need 
hot toibe aſhamed : His abiindent 
Labours 'do manifeſt that wo 

G& 2 
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a conſtant and diligent Work-rhan ; 


and the Lord Chriſt did ſo affiſt 
and help him. in his Work, that 
upon an impartial Review, he 
needed not'to have been aſhamed 
of it." He: had a ſingular Faculty 
of ſaying much in a little. The 
Subjes which he diſcourſed upon, 
werepraQtical and profitable. Since 
our ConjunRtion, that we-laboured 
together in -the-Service of Chriſt, 
heipreached over the Parable of the 
and fookſb Virgins, in Matt. 25, 
Then he ſpent a conſiderable time 
in. reſolving many prattical: Caſes 
df Conſcience, with great Plainnels 
and Perſpicuity ;: both for InſtruQi- 
on and Satisfaction. His laſt Un- 
dertaking, was to treat of the A4t- 
tributes of God.' They are a rich 
Mine of ſpiritual Treaſures 3 but 
they. are alſo a vaſt and boundleſs 
p Ocean ' 


| but as in a Glaſs, darkly. 


"of Jeſus Chriſt, 85 
Ocean: Each of them are ſo large 
a Field, that the moſt ſearching an 
Hluminated Underſtanding Ccan- 
not reach its Limits; yet he could 
contraCt his Diſcourſes, that uſual- 
ly he allotted bur one Sermon for . 
each Attribute, | His laſt Sermon 
was upon the Goodneſs of God; 
which he concluded with an Ex- 
hortation to make a preſent Choice 
of God for our God ; and his laſt 
Words were cloſe and piercing, fit 
to make a laſting Impreſſion, [Ye 
cannot make a better Choice, and 
are eternally undone if ye make 
a worſe.) 'The Contemplation of 
the Attributes of God muſt needs 
have filled him with Raviſhmear, 
while he viewed them, though 
But 
now he 1s gone to thoſe Regions of 
Light and Love, where all Mifts 
G 3 are 
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are difpelled ;. and there he hath 
fuch a Knowledg of Heat, as they 
who are muffled up with Morta- 
fry carmot. comprehend, 
- He was a Paſtor, who made 
7 pf buſinefs to over-ſee, and feed 
is Flock, He deſired to know 
ps Sheep by name : He often vi- 
ited thoſe who were his peculiar 
Charge, and endeavoured to edify 
them, with ſome ſerious Diſcourſe 
about their Sout-Concernments, 
enquiring after their Proficiency ; 
= their Doubts, encours- 
FO dire&ing, them, as their 
did require. He way careful 
_ exatt in id obſerving wheiber a- 
ny of them failed in their Atten- 
dance upon the Ordinances of God : 
eſpecially, if he miſfed any of them 
at the Lord's Supper, once or twice, 
ad yould be ſure to ſend to them; 


and 


of Jefus Chriſt, 8 
and (on the firſt a—a £0 
Wh 


enquire of them, W hat it was that 
kept them away ? 

6. As a good Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt, ke was very dextrous and 
ckilful in rightly dividing the Word: 
of Truth. In every Sermon ke 
was careful to provide Milk for 
Babes, and ſtrong Meat for grown 
Men. His Stile was eaſy, fami- 
liar, though far from being loole, 
careleſs or ruſtick : But his Mat- 
ter was always ſubſtantial and 
weighty ; and fo, by a rare Com- 
poſition, his Diſcourſes were fra- 
med and” attempered, that the 
Meaneſt might lears, and thoſe 
of higher Attainments, meet with 
nothing to be nauſeated. | 

7. As in his Preaching he 
made it appear, That he was rich- 
ly Rtored with Sciipture-Kaow- 
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ledg; ſo in his Praying, be gave 
evident Proof, That the Spirit of 
Grace and Supplication was plen- 
tifully poured out upon him : for 
he performed that holy. Duty or- 
derly, perſpicuouſly, feriouſly and 
affeQtionately, to the exciting of 
_ in thoſe that joined with 
im. YET: 


Theſe Inſtances are'ſufficient to 
demonſtrate, That the Character 
of a good-Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſ 
was truly exemplified in him. 


As to: the Circumſtances of- his 
laſt Sickneſs 4nd Death, I haye but 
little to -znſiſt upon, - becauſe, 1 
think, that generally all of you 
were as::well acquainted with 
them as my ſelf. On the Lord's: 
Day, which was the 13h of this 
_— + inſtant 
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inftant November, he preached in 
this Place in the Morning, and at 
Hogſden in the Afternoon. On 
Monday he viſited ſeveral Friends 
in Lozxdoy, and ſeemed to be as 
lively and vigorous, as uſually he 
had been for a long time. He had 
been afflited with the Tifſlick for 
many Years, otherwiſe he was as 
yegete and aCtive, as moſt who 
arrived at his Years. In the Even- 
ing he repaired to a Friend's Houſe 
in Cheapfide, where he intended to 
lodg that Night : But finding him- 
ſelf under great Indiſpoſition, he 
was carried to his own Houſe in a 
Coach, about ten of the Clock. 
The next Day, he roſe, and ſeemed 
to be ſomewhat revived, but kept 
his Chamber all that Day. On 
the Wedneſday he continued in his 
Bed very faint and ſhot-breathed. 
: He 
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He had the Aſſiſtance of a very «- 
ble Phyſician, his intimate Friend, 
who took the beſt Method with 
him that his Art could direct unto; 
but our Days are determined, and 
the namber of our Months is with 
God, which we cannot paſs. He com» 
plained not of any Fain, and the 
uſe-of his Reaſon and Senſes con- 
tirived. to the very laſt ; and about 
ten . of the Clock at'Nighe, with- 
out any Struggle or Pangs,he quiet- 
ly gave upche Ghoſt, finding a-ve- 
ry ſhort and eaſy Paſſage to his e- 
ternal Reſt. Bleſſed are the Dead 
which. die tx the Lord; yea, faith the 
Spirit, that they may reſt from their 
Labours, and their Vorks do follow 


them. 


Having given this ſhort Account 
ef our Reverend Brother ; I ſhall 
addreſs 
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of Jeſus Chriſt. on 
addreſs ny felf, in a few Words, 10 
thoſe wha attended upon his Mi- 

pittry, and conclude. : 
r. Re deeply affetted with this 
ſharp Dnfpenſation of Providence. 
Your loving, laborious and faith- 
ut Paſtor, is removed from you. 
He: will never more inftru& you, 
nor pray with you, nor pray par- 
ticutarly for you, (at laſt, the 
S&rrpture gives no Aſſurance there- 
of) .yet we may hope, that many 
Prayers which he put up in his Life- 
time, for his Children, Friends 
and Hearers, are recorded in Hea- 
ven, and may, in God's due time, 
bring down Ble upon them. 
2. Many of you do profefs, that 
ye had a very great efteem for him : 
Now make it appear, that your 
Aﬀettions were real and radicated. 
[ ſhall preſs you with our — 
eſt. 
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Teſt, or Trial of his Diſciples Love 
to him, If ye love me, keep my Com- 
mandments : So, if ye fincerely lo- 
ved your good Miniſter, let your 
Converſations be correſpondent to 
that holy DoCtrine which he taught 
you. ; To commend .a Preacher, 
and yet to live contrary - to his 
Doarine,; is to affront and. deride 
him. .'An impenitent, unreformed 
Sinner, who lives in Pride, Earth- 
lineſs, Envy, Senſuality and Pal. 
ſionatenelſs, and the like Immora- 
lities, cannot be a cordial Friend to 
a faithful Miniſter, Tt is the great 
Honour of a Teacher, when his 
Hearers are good Proficients in 
the School of Chriſt ; bur the Ig- 
norant and Prophane, are a Re- 
proach to him, Many will be 
apt to impute the - Non-profici- 
ency of the Scholar, to the on 
0 


of Jeſus Chriſt. 
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of Skill or. Diligence in the Ma- 
ter. | 

-..3> Slack. not,. but increaſe your 
Diligence to promote the Edifica- 
tion and. Salyation of your Souls, 
now- when your 'Teacher is remo- 


ved, This will be one Evidence 
of your Sincerity; agd that ye were 
ated from an interoal, vital Prin- 
ciple, A living Man moves; and 
a Clock, or Machin, moves ; but 
there is a vaſt Difference between 
their Motions : The one moves 
from a vital Principle, the other on- 
ly from Springs or V/Veights. Let 
It never be ſaid of any of you, as it 
was ſaid of TJoaſh, That after the 
Death of Jehojada, he left the Houſe 
bf the Lord. Could your Paſtor 
Ipeak to you, I ſuppoſe, he might 
well uſe the Words of the Apoſtle, 
(which I heartily recommend to 
you ) 


with Fear anil Trembling. For vs 5 


04 A good Mmifter, &c. 
you) Phil. 2. x2, 13. YVVherefore, 
my beloved Brethren, a3 ye have al- 
mays oheyen, wot us tw my Preſence 
only, but now meh tuore i avy Abs 
fſente 5 work out your own Salvatvon 


Got that worketh #3 you, both to wil 
»3ll $0 do, of bis good Plenfare. 
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Books fold by Samuel Sprint, ar rhe 
Bell in Little-Britain. . 


T= Vatiity of Man's Prefent Srate, proved and 
apphed in a Serthoty on Pfzl, 39. 8. with 
divers Sermons of the Saints Communfotr with 
gt. By Mr. JobwWilſon, = | 

A Frearife concerning rhe Lord's-Supper, with 
three Dialogues. By Themas Doolittle, The ninth 
Edirton. 

Time, and the End of Time, in two Diſcourſes- 
By Fobnt Fox. 


Godly Fear; or the Nature and Neceſſity of 
Fear, and irs Uſefalneſs, By R. Alen, 


The Door of Heaven opened and ſhut 3 Or, A 
Diſcourſe concerning the abſclure Neceflity of a 
timely Prepagation for a happy Ecerniry. By Fobr, 
Fox, 

The Anatomical Exerciſes of Dr. William Harwuy 3 
with the Preface of Zachariah Wood, Phyſician of 
Rotgerdarn. To which is added, Dr, James De-back 
his Diſcourſe of the Heart, Phyſician in Ordinary 
the Town of Rotterdam. 


ens Witter from Heaven, and not of Men. 


By Fofeph Whiffen; to & Parts. bo 
| | ViRlatt 


Books ſold by Samuel Sprint, &c, 


Villar Anglicum ; Or, A View of all the Cities 
Towns and Villages in England ; Alphaberically 
compoſed. By the Appointment of Sir Henry Spet. 
$a Kr, The 24 Edition with Additions. 

The Chriſtian Temper 3 Or, A Diſcourſe con- 
cerning the Nature and Properties of the Gra- 
ces of SanRification 3 written for help in Self- 
Examination and holy living, By John Bg- 
re, MA | 

Argumentum Anti-Normanicuty.; Or, An Argument 
proving, from Antient Hiſtories and Records, that 
Witian Duke of Normandy made no abſolute Con. 
queſt of Englazd, by the Sword, in the ſenſe of 
| our Modern Writers, | 

The Sacred Diary, or Sele& Medications for 
every Part of the Day, for every Chriſtian. 

Manaduftio;, Or, A leading of Children by the 
hand, through che Principles of Grammar, By 
Fames Shirley. | 

| The School of the Heart, in 47 Emblems; 
by the Author of the Synagogue, annexed to 
Herbert's Poems : Whercunto 1s added, The Learn- 
thg of the Heart. By the ſame Hand, The 34 
Edition, 

Corre&ion, Inſtruction ; Or, A Treatiſe of Af- 
fliions. By Thomas Caſe, M. A. | 

The- true Chriſtian's Love of the unſeen 
Chriſt. By Thomas Vincent, ſometime Miniſict 
of St.; Mary Magdalen; Milk-ſtreer, Lo1dos, 


